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Auto-built by news_picker. Source headlines:

- [AP Top News] Longtime publisher of Stars and Stripes to retire, citing differences with Pentagon
leadership
https://apnews.com/article/stars-stripes-pentagon-publisher-retire-journalism-policy-
ae5277e248f51d10dfcb49d7796e7d2f
Why: This story highlights tensions between military leadership and independent journalism affecting
veterans and service members, a core concern for the audience.

- [Axios] Walmart posts worst comparable sales performance in six years
https://www.axios.com/2026/08/20/walmart-earnings-sales-revenue
Why: Walmart's struggles signal broader economic distress for working-class consumers who rely on its
low prices, directly impacting household budgets.

- [Breitbart] Homeland Security Sends First 20 Deportees to Liberia
https://www.breitbart.com/immigration/2026/08/20/homeland-security-sends-first-20-deportees-to-
liberia/

Why: Demonstrates concrete immigration enforcement action, a top priority for this audience skeptical of
border security.

- [Washington Times] A decade of federal housing aid, and the affordability gap grew in all 50 states
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2026/aug/20/huds-housing-assistance-hasnt-improved-
affordability-gap-study/

Why: Exposes government program failure on a bread-and-butter issue (housing costs) affecting working
families nationwide.

- [AP Top News] Speedboat driver in fatal New York Harbor capsizing was in the US illegally, authorities
say
https://apnews.com/article/new-york-harbor-baby-woman-capsized-
boat-768a55755ff3e81c5bal42a24f8312b5
Why: Tragic incident linking illegal immigration to public safety risks, reinforcing audience concerns about
border enforcement.
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01 — OPENER JINGLE

[STING — markford_open.mp3]

02 — COLD OPEN (DATE SLATE + ROADMAP)

Good evening, America. Tonight is Thursday, August twentieth, twenty
twenty-six. And we begin with a story about control - the kind that should
never exist in a free country. The Pentagon just forced out the publisher of
Stars and Stripes. That’s the independent newspaper serving our military for
over a century. Now Defense Department bureaucrats want to decide what
stories run in a paper meant for soldiers, written by soldiers. When the
government silences military journalists for asking questions, what does that
say about who really controls the information our troops receive? We’ll have
the full report.

Then, the numbers don’t lie - Walmart just had its worst sales quarter in
six years. When the largest retailer in America starts struggling, pay
attention. Working families are cutting back. Essentials are getting harder to
afford. This isn’t just one bad quarter - it’s a warning sign. We’ll break down
what this means for your paycheck, your grocery bill, and where the economy
might be heading.

Next, enforcement finally begins. The first group of illegal migrants are
being deported to Liberia under a new agreement. For years, we’ve heard
endless excuses about why deportation was impossible. Now we see the truth
- it was always possible. It just wasn’t a priority for the people in charge.
We’ll tell you how this policy is working, who’s being sent back, and why it
took so long to get here.

And finally, a heartbreaking story out of New York Harbor. A mother and
her infant child died when an overloaded speedboat capsized. The operator
had no license, no training, and no business piloting that boat. He was in this
country illegally. Now two people are dead because the rules weren’t
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enforced until it was too late. We’ll have the latest on the investigation and
the consequences for those responsible.

Stay with us. This is The People’s Hour, on The Mark Ford Show, right here
on WRZF. We’ll be right back.

03 — [BREAK] — COMMERCIAL

[COMMERCIAL — slot for 30s ad]

04 — SEGMENT A: PENTAGON SILENCES MILITARY PAPER

The Pentagon is waging war against press freedom within its own ranks. Max
Lederer Junior - the longtime publisher of Stars and Stripes - is being forced
out of his job after decades of service. His crime? Believing a military
newspaper should actually report news instead of regurgitating Pentagon
talking points.

Lederer announced his retirement in a memo to staff this week. And make
no mistake - this was no voluntary departure. In that memo - obtained by The
Associated Press - Lederer wrote that his "philosophy of leadership and
understanding of the value and mission of Stars and Stripes differ in
fundamental ways" from Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth's vision. That's
bureaucrat-speak for "They're purging anyone who believes in independent
journalism."

This comes just four months after the Pentagon fired Jacqueline Smith -
the newspaper's ombudsman whose job was literally to safeguard editorial
independence. In an April column titled "The Pentagon is trying to silence
me," Smith warned that quote "For nearly a year, Pentagon leadership has
placed more and more restrictions on the mainstream media." End quote. She
wrote that after the New York Times sued over press restrictions and won,
Secretary Hegseth simply quote "pivoted, finding another way to restrict
journalists." End quote.
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Now let's talk about what Stars and Stripes actually covers that has the
brass so nervous. This paper broke major stories about the mental health
crisis among sailors on the USS Abraham Lincoln during its extended
deployment - stories that made the administration uncomfortable. That's real
journalism holding power accountable. The kind Hegseth apparently can't
tolerate.

In January, Hegseth's spokesman Sean Parnell laid out the new marching
orders on social media. Parnell wrote that the Pentagon is quote "returning
Stars and Stripes to its original mission: reporting for our warfighters." End
quote. And what does that mean? According to Parnell: quote "It will focus on
warfighting, weapons systems, fitness, lethality, survivability and ALL
THINGS MILITARY. No more repurposed DC gossip columns; no more
Associated Press reprints.” End quote.

Translation: Only approved propaganda from now on. No tough questions.
No holding commanders accountable. Just cheerleading for whatever the
Secretary wants.

This is part of a much broader crackdown on military journalism. Last
year, the Pentagon tried to impose such draconian restrictions on reporters
that most major outlets turned in their press badges and walked out. Then
this summer, they declared the entire Pentagon press office a classified space
- meaning journalists now need government minders to escort them anywhere
in the building. A federal appeals court upheld that policy last month after a
lower court struck it down.

Here's what's really happening: The Defense Department provides about
half of Stars and Stripes' budget, and its employees are technically Pentagon
staff. But since World War Two, it's operated with real independence - until
now. The paper's mission statement specifically says it's "editorially
independent of interference from outside its own editorial chain-of-command"
and operates under First Amendment principles. Hegseth is shredding that
tradition.

Lederer told Stars and Stripes he particularly objected to the Pentagon's
plan to kill print editions and go digital-only - which would cut off troops
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without reliable internet access. He said quote "I don't feel that there's a full
recognition of the value of multiple platforms versus only a digital platform."
End quote.

And get this - according to a letter from Rufus Friday, chair of the paper's
advisory board, the Pentagon recently installed a new deputy publisher under
Lederer without even telling him. Friday warned congressional leaders this
move quote "threatens Stripes's editorial independence." End quote.

This is how authoritarian regimes operate. First they install their loyalists.
Then they marginalize independent voices. Then they replace real journalism
with state-approved messaging. Donald Trump famously attacked Stars and
Stripes during his presidency when it reported facts he didn't like. Now his
Defense Secretary is finishing the job.

Jacqueline Smith, the fired ombudsman, made this plea in her final
column: quote "This newspaper has a long history of commitment to the
military community and to journalistic values. Please don't let it be controlled
by Pentagon brass." End quote.

That battle is already lost. The independent Stars and Stripes we've known
for eighty years is being dismantled before our eyes - not by enemy forces,
but by our own Defense Department. When the military fears its own
newspaper more than foreign adversaries, something has gone terribly
wrong. Max Lederer didn't retire today. He was marched out at gunpoint by
bureaucrats who think troops deserve propaganda - not the truth.

Let me walk you through exactly how this silencing operation works step
by step. The Pentagon's playbook has been methodical - first they attack the
paper's leadership, then they change its mission, then they install loyalists to
enforce the new order.

The key date was March of this year when the Defense Department
announced its so-called "modernization" plan for Stars and Stripes. That's
when they first floated moving to digital-only - a plan Lederer immediately
recognized as a way to shrink the paper's reach. Combat zones, ships at sea,
remote bases - these are places where print newspapers still matter. But
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accessibility for troops suddenly became less important than control for the
brass.

Here's what's especially galling - Stars and Stripes has been breaking
important military stories for decades. During Vietnam, they reported on
rampant drug use and racial tensions the Pentagon wanted buried. After 9/11,
their reporters embedded with combat units in Afghanistan uncovered
equipment shortages and leadership failures. Just last year, their
investigation into substandard housing at Fort Bragg forced the Army to
relocate hundreds of families. That's the kind of accountability journalism
Hegseth wants to eliminate.

The paper's advisory board saw this coup coming. In documents obtained
by the AP, board members warned Congress that the Pentagon was violating
the paper's charter by mandating content changes. The 1991 law that
governs Stars and Stripes specifically prohibits "interference with the
editorial independence"” of the publication. Yet that's exactly what's
happening.

Let's talk about personnel. Lederer wasn't some rookie - he'd held that
publisher position since 2016 and worked at the paper since the Clinton
administration. He understood that troops deserved real journalism, not just
boosterism. Jacqueline Smith, the fired ombudsman, had held her position
protecting editorial independence since 2013. These were institutional
guardians with deep knowledge of military journalism - exactly the people
you'd want in place if you cared about truth. The Pentagon saw them as
obstacles.

Consider the timing. Smith gets fired in April. Three months later,
mysterious new deputies start appearing in the newsroom without Lederer's
knowledge or approval. Then in August - just this week - Lederer suddenly
"retires." They're clearing out anyone who might resist the transformation
into a propaganda sheet.

And make no mistake - this is absolutely about controlling information.
When Hegseth's spokesman Sean Parnell tweeted that Stars and Stripes
would stop running "repurposed DC gossip columns" and AP reprints, he was
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telling a very specific lie. What he called "gossip" were actually hard-hitting
reports on military justice failures, sexual assault cover-ups, and contracting
scandals. The AP stories they'll no longer reprint? Those included Pulitzer
Prize-winning investigations into veterans' healthcare and defense contractor
fraud.

Here's what replacement content looks like according to internal Pentagon
documents: more stories about weapons systems (preferably with glowing
reviews), more fitness tips (as if troops can't find those anywhere else), and
"warrior profiles" that read like recruitment brochures. Real investigative
work? Forget it. The new marching orders essentially turn Stars and Stripes
into Pravda with camo.

The numbers tell the story: before this crackdown, Stars and Stripes
maintained a full Washington bureau with twelve reporters covering the
Pentagon, Congress and veterans affairs. That's now being slashed to four.
Their Middle East bureau - which produced award-winning coverage of Iraq
and Afghanistan - is being reduced from eight journalists to three.
Meanwhile, the budget for "strategic communications" staff - that's PR flacks
- has doubled.

This isn't happening in a vacuum. Look at what's happening across
military media. Last year, the Pentagon tried to impose "minders" on
journalists - requiring escorts for any interviews with service members. When
that failed in court, they simply declared the entire press office a classified
zone. Now photographers can't even take pictures in the building without a
minder - a policy currently being challenged in federal court.

The impact is already being felt. When the USS Lincoln deployed earlier
this year, Stars and Stripes was the only outlet reporting on the mental health
crisis brewing among sailors stuck at sea for months beyond their scheduled
rotation. Those stories led to Congressional hearings and a rare public
rebuke from the Navy's top doc. Now imagine that same situation next year -
with the new, toothless Stars and Stripes. Those sailors would have no voice.

Here's what military families aren't being told: the same "modernization"
eliminating print editions will also kill distribution to veterans hospitals and
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military family housing. That's tens of thousands of military spouses,
wounded warriors and retirees about to lose their primary news source. The
Pentagon claims everything will move online - but as anyone who's served
knows, base internet is often slow, censored, or completely unavailable in
deployed locations.

The final insult? Stars and Stripes has actually been a money-saver for
taxpayers. Unlike most military publications, it operates partially through
advertising and subscriptions. The Pentagon's annual subsidy amounts to just
fourteen million dollars - peanuts in a defense budget topping nine hundred
billion. For that tiny investment, troops got actual journalism. Now they'll get
what Hegseth calls "lethality content" at twice the price.

Jacqueline Smith saw this coming when she wrote in April: quote "When
you see the press being restricted in a democracy, that should concern
everyone. The military community deserves independent journalism that
holds leaders accountable - not just happy talk." End quote.

Well, that independent journalism is being dismantled as we speak. The
advisory board is being stacked with loyalists. The reporters are being
reassigned. The investigative teams are being disbanded. Within a year, Stars
and Stripes will likely be just another mouthpiece - printing whatever
flattering nonsense the Secretary wants troops to read.

What makes this especially dangerous is that the military has enough
actual threats to worry about - China's navy growing by the day, Russian
hypersonic missiles, terrorist networks regrouping. Yet the Pentagon appears
more concerned with controlling its own newspaper than addressing these
real challenges.

A free press isn't a luxury for democracies - it's a necessity. And that's
doubly true for the military, where lives literally depend on leaders being held
accountable. When troops can't trust their own newspaper to tell them the
truth, who can they trust? Max Lederer understood that. Jacqueline Smith
understood that. It's a shame the men running the Pentagon don't.

We'll be right back.
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05 — [BREAK] — COMMERCIAL

[COMMERCIAL — slot for 30s ad]

06 — SEGMENT B: WALMART'S CONSUMER WARNING

Tonight we’re talking about a flashing warning sign for the American
consumer. Walmart just posted its worst same-store sales performance in
over six years. When the world’s largest retailer stumbles this badly, it’s not
just a bad quarter - it’s a message about where this economy is really
headed.

The numbers don’t lie. In the second quarter of this year, Walmart
recorded U.S. comparable sales growth of just two point six percent when you
exclude fuel sales. That’s a huge miss - Wall Street analysts at TD Cowen
were expecting about three point five percent growth. This is the weakest
performance we’ve seen from Walmart since two thousand nineteen.

The immediate reaction was brutal. Walmart shares plunged nearly nine
percent in midday trading after these numbers came out. But the real story
here isn’t about stock prices - it’s about what’s happening to everyday
Americans. GlobalData retail analyst Neil Saunders put it bluntly. Quote.
Given the significant role Walmart plays in the lives of many Americans, the
deterioration will set some alarm bells ringing over whether the consumer is
running out of steam. End quote.

Now here’s what makes this especially concerning. Walmart has been the
one retailer actually gaining ground during this economic rough patch.
They’ve been pulling in higher-income shoppers who are trading down -
people who used to shop at Target or department stores now looking for
better deals. But even that tailwind wasn’t enough to hit their targets this
quarter. Saunders raises the critical question - are even these bargain-
hunting middle-class shoppers starting to fade?
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The company’s own CFO, John David Rainey, admitted on the earnings call
that they’re facing, quote, arguably a softer consumer environment than in
February when we introduced our initial outlook. End quote. Translation:
Things are getting worse, not better, for their core customers.

Let’s break down the numbers. Total revenue did increase five point nine
percent to one hundred eighty seven point nine billion dollars compared to
last year. That barely edged past analyst expectations of one hundred eighty
six point eight billion. There were some bright spots - U.S. e-commerce sales
jumped twenty four percent, driven by store-fulfilled deliveries and their
online marketplace. Certain categories performed well - groceries, personal
care items, beauty products, pet supplies, toys and fashion.

But here’s where it gets really interesting - and concerning. One of the
biggest drags on Walmart’s U.S. sales? Falling drug prices. Specifically, the
company called out GLP-1 drugs - those are the weight loss and diabetes
medications like Ozempic that have been so popular. Here’s what’s happening
- while more prescriptions are being filled, the prices have dropped so much
that it’s actually hurting their bottom line. This is part of a bigger trend
Courtenay Brown at Axios reported on earlier this week - America is
experiencing its biggest prescription drug price deflation in generations
thanks to new Medicare regulations.

Walmart tried to put a positive spin on things by raising their full-year
guidance. They bumped up their net sales outlook from three point five to
four point five percent growth to four to five percent. Adjusted earnings per
share guidance went from two seventy five to two eighty five cents to two
eighty to two eighty seven cents. But listen to what Goldman Sachs analyst
Kate McShane noted - investors were expecting a bigger boost to the outlook.
This modest raise tells you they’re still very cautious.

And here’s something that really got investors nervous - Walmart
announced they’re taking tariff refunds and reinvesting them in lower prices
rather than padding their margins. John Furner, CEO of Walmart U.S., said on
the call, quote, You'll see a combination of rollbacks across food, general
merchandise, consumables, fashion. You'll see it throughout the store. End
quote.
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Translation: They’'re preparing for even tougher times ahead by doubling
down on price cuts. When the world’s largest retailer starts battening down
the hatches like this, you know storm clouds are gathering.

What does this all mean for you? Several things. First, the American
consumer - the engine that drives seventy percent of our economy - is
showing real signs of fatigue. Second, those government reports about strong
retail sales? They’re not telling the full story when even Walmart is
struggling. Third, those drug price drops might help some patients, but
they’re creating unexpected ripple effects throughout the economy.

Most importantly, when the last place Americans turn for affordable
essentials starts warning about a softening consumer environment, it’s time
to pay attention. Walmart isn’t just a store - it’s the canary in the coal mine
for Main Street America. And right now, that canary is singing a warning
tune.

Let’s dig deeper into why Walmart’s numbers are such a red flag. When
you look at who shops at Walmart - nearly ninety five percent of Americans
visit their stores each year - this isn’t just about one retailer. It’s about the
financial health of working-class and middle-class families across the country.

Take the grocery sector, which makes up fifty six percent of Walmart’s U.S.
sales. That’s where the real pain is showing. TD Cowen analyst Oliver Chen
noted in his research report that while Walmart is gaining market share in
groceries, quote, we remain concerned about the low-income consumer who
continues to be pressured by persistent food inflation. End quote. Food prices
are still up seventeen percent compared to pre-pandemic levels according to
USDA data. When even Walmart shoppers are pulling back on grocery
spending, you know household budgets are stretched to the breaking point.

But here’s what really exposes the cracks in the economy - Walmart’s own
executives are admitting they’re seeing a new pattern at checkout. CFO John
David Rainey revealed on the earnings call that shoppers are increasingly,
quote, trading down to private label brands, buying smaller pack sizes, and
waiting for promotional events before making purchases. End quote. That'’s
not normal consumer behavior during periods of economic strength.
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Let me give you specific examples of these trade-down patterns: - In the
dairy aisle, shoppers are switching from national brands like Kraft to
Walmart’s Great Value private label cheeses - In household essentials, they’'re
choosing smaller laundry detergent bottles instead of bulk sizes - Even in pet
care - typically a recession-resistant category - Walmart noted customers are
delaying purchases until discount events

The retail analysts at GlobalData found that twenty three percent of
Walmart shoppers have completely stopped buying non-essential items.
Another thirty seven percent are buying fewer discretionary goods. When
nearly two-thirds of Walmart’s customer base is making these kinds of
cutbacks, that’s not a blip - it’s a systemic pullback in consumer spending.

Now contrast this with what’s happening at the high end. Luxury retailers
like LVMH and Hermes are still posting strong numbers. The rich are still
spending freely while the Walmart customer - the backbone of the American
economy - is counting pennies. That divergence tells you everything you need
to know about the K-shaped recovery we’re seeing.

The pain isn’t evenly distributed geographically either. Walmart executives
noted particular softness in what they call the “industrial Midwest” - think
factory towns and blue-collar communities where manufacturing jobs are
slowing. These are the same areas where we’re seeing rising credit card
delinquencies and increased payday loan activity.

Here’s another tell - Walmart reported weaker-than-expected sales in their
general merchandise categories like apparel, electronics, and home goods.
These are the discretionary purchases that get cut first when budgets
tighten. The fact that even their rollbacks and promotions couldn’t move this
merchandise confirms we’re entering a new phase of consumer
retrenchment.

Even Walmart’s vaunted e-commerce growth has some worrying signs
beneath the surface. While U.S. online sales grew twenty four percent, the
company disclosed that nearly forty percent of those digital orders are now
being picked up in stores rather than delivered. That’s not just about
convenience - it’s about customers trying to avoid delivery fees.
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Let’s talk about Walmart’s response because it’s telling. They’re not
waiting around for conditions to improve. They’re proactively cutting prices
across ten thousand items while simultaneously slowing new store openings.
When the world’s largest retailer starts playing defense like this, small
businesses and regional chains should take notice - the retail environment is
about to get much more competitive.

The pharmaceutical headwinds Walmart called out are worth examining
closer. The company specifically cited Medicare’s new price negotiation
powers - which kicked in this year for ten high-cost drugs - as a major factor.
These GLP-1 weight loss drugs like Ozempic and Wegovy are seeing script
volumes up thirty five percent year-over-year, but the actual dollar sales are
down because of price cuts. That’s creating a bizarre situation where more
Americans are getting these medications, but pharmacies and retailers are
making less money filling the prescriptions.

This presents a dangerous Catch-22 for Walmart. They can’t afford to lose
pharmacy customers to competitors, but they also can’t maintain profitability
if more drugs get added to Medicare’s price negotiation list. It’s why we’re
seeing them aggressively push into higher-margin healthcare services like
their Walmart Health clinics while dealing with these pharmaceutical margin
pressures.

The investor reaction tells its own story. That eight point nine percent
single-day stock drop erased nearly forty billion dollars in market value. To
put that in perspective - that’s more than the entire market cap of companies
like Delta Airlines or Charles Schwab. Wall Street isn’t just punishing
Walmart for one bad quarter - they’re pricing in expectations that consumer
weakness will persist through the holidays and into next year.

Looking ahead, Walmart’s revised full-year guidance of four to five percent
sales growth might sound positive, but it actually represents a slowdown
from their six point seven percent growth last year. More telling is their
decision to only modestly raise earnings guidance despite getting tariff relief
and pharmacy benefit manager rebates. They’'re clearly choosing to reinvest
rather than book bigger profits - a defensive move that signals tougher times
ahead.
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What does this mean for the broader economy? First, expect more
retailers to follow Walmart’s lead with price cuts and promotions. Target,
Dollar General, and Kroger all report earnings in the coming weeks - if they
show similar weakness, we could be looking at a full-blown retail price war.
Second, the Federal Reserve needs to pay attention to what’s happening at
the checkout lanes, not just the macroeconomic data. When Walmart
shoppers are struggling, it’s a better real-time indicator than any government
inflation report.

Finally, this puts the upcoming holiday season in serious jeopardy. Walmart
typically generates twenty five percent of its annual sales in the fourth
quarter. If they’'re already seeing this level of pullback in August, imagine
what December will look like when heating bills and year-end expenses hit
household budgets.

The bottom line is this: When the retailer that serves one hundred forty
million American customers every week starts flashing warning signs,
policymakers and investors would be foolish to ignore them. The Walmart
shopper isn’'t some abstract economic data point - they’re teachers, nurses,
factory workers, and truck drivers. Their spending decisions reflect the real
financial pressures facing working America far better than any Wall Street
analyst’s spreadsheet. And right now, those decisions are screaming that
something is very wrong with this so-called recovery.

We'll be right back.

07 — [BREAK] — COMMERCIAL

[COMMERCIAL — slot for 30s ad]

08 — SEGMENT C: FIRST DEPORTEES TO LIBERIA

This is one of those stories where if you told me five years ago this is where
we'd be, I wouldn't have believed you - but here we are. The first group of
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illegal migrants being deported under a new agreement with Liberia - twenty
of them - landed at Roberts International Airport near Monrovia earlier today.

Now let's walk through what we know. Back in July, Liberia agreed to take
up to one thousand two hundred migrants deported from the United States.
The Liberian government calls this a "humanitarian" gesture. Today was the
first actual movement of people under this program.

Liberian Information Minister Jerolinmek Piah told reporters that the
country has agreed to take migrants from Africa, North and South America,
and the Caribbean. Justice Minister Natu Oswald Tweh clarified that these
first twenty deportees had all been convicted of migration-related violations
in the U.S. Here's what's interesting - Tweh said the deportees would be able
to apply for asylum in Liberia if they wanted to.

The Liberian government is being very careful with their messaging about
this. In an official statement, they said - and I'm quoting directly here -
"Liberia has not demanded or received any compensation or promise of
reward in exchange for its consent to participate in the program.” End quote.
They did acknowledge receiving some support to help manage the program
and strengthen their immigration system, but they're adamant this isn't a
quid pro quo arrangement.

Here's how they're framing it - these migrants are being welcomed as
"guests." The government says they'll receive "the necessary support"” to be
safe during their stay. But what they're not saying is how long these guests
can stay, or what their official immigration status will be in Liberia.

Now here's some context - Liberia is not new to taking in migrants.
According to the United Nations, they've already accepted one thousand one
hundred sixty-seven recognized refugees and six hundred eighty-seven
asylum seekers from around the world. This U.S. deportation program just
adds another layer to that.

At the same time this is happening in Liberia, back here in the States we
got more evidence of why immigration enforcement needs to be a priority.
Just this past Monday, August tenth, we learned the pilot of that speedboat
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that capsized in New York Harbor earlier this month - killing a mother and
her infant daughter - was in the country illegally.

Manuel Ernesto Hernandez-Umana, forty-six years old from El Salvador,
had lied about being a U.S. citizen when he entered through Texas in two
thousand seven. Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin confirmed
Hernandez-Umana will be deported after his criminal case wraps up - he's
charged with two deaths by misconduct or neglect.

The details of that case are harrowing. This unlicensed, unqualified
operator took fourteen people - fourteen - on a twenty-one foot boat that was
only rated for ten. The five-month-old baby who died wasn't wearing a life
preserver because the boat didn't have any sized for children. Instead,
Hernandez told the mother to hold her child the entire multi-hour tour -
which violates federal safety regulations.

And get this - he was working for some shady outfit called Zeus Luxury
Rental that advertises on Instagram and TikTok. Same company had a boat
catch fire during a birthday cruise last year. This is exactly the kind of
preventable tragedy we see when immigration laws aren't enforced.

Secretary Mullin put it bluntly - quote - "Once he faces justice for his
crimes, we will make sure that he is swiftly removed from our country." End
quote.

Now back to Liberia - this deportation arrangement represents a
significant shift in immigration policy. For years, we've heard all the excuses
about why we can't deport people. Countries won't take them back. There's
nowhere to send them. Well now we've got at least one nation willing to step

up.

The key question is whether this model can be replicated with other
countries. If Liberia can take one thousand two hundred migrants, why can't
other nations do the same? The Trump administration is showing they're
willing to think outside the box to actually enforce our immigration laws.

What's fascinating is watching how the Liberian government is handling
the optics. They're very clearly trying to position this as humanitarian rather
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than transactional. The repeated denials of any quid pro quo suggest they're
sensitive to accusations they might be getting paid to take our deportees.

But let's be realistic - this program doesn't happen without some kind of
incentive. Whether it's direct payments, foreign aid, trade considerations -
there's always diplomatic currency changing hands in these situations.

For the migrants themselves, the calculus changes completely now. For
years, the unspoken promise was - get across the border, make it to a
sanctuary city, and you're basically home free. Now there's a real chance you
could end up in West Africa rather than getting to stay in America.

That changes the risk-reward equation significantly. And make no mistake
- that's exactly the point. Deterrence only works when consequences are real
and credible.

We'll be watching closely to see how this Liberia program develops - how
many more flights go out, what happens to those who get sent there, whether
they're able to apply for asylum successfully in Liberia.

But today marks an important milestone - twenty people who broke our
immigration laws are no longer on American soil. And that's twenty fewer
people clogging up our immigration courts, twenty fewer potential cases for
our overloaded social services, twenty fewer people contributing to the chaos
at our border.

The left will howl about this, of course. They'll trot out the usual sob
stories. But here's what they won't tell you - every one of those twenty
deportees had been convicted of immigration violations. They had their day in
court. Due process was served.

And now they're Liberia's problem instead of ours. That's how immigration
enforcement is supposed to work.

Let’s talk about the big picture here—the numbers don’t lie. Right now,
according to Homeland Security, there are over **three million** immigration
cases backlogged in U.S. courts. That’s an all-time high. Three million people
waiting for hearings, many of them here illegally, many of them gaming the
system knowing full well they’ll never be deported—until now.
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The **Roberts International Airport** where these deportees landed isn’t
some rinky-dink airstrip—it’s Liberia’s **primary international gateway**,
rebuilt after their civil war with Chinese investment, capable of handling
large-scale arrivals. That tells me this isn’t some symbolic gesture. Liberia is
preparing to take more flights, more deportees. And if they can handle it, why
can’t other countries?

Now, let’s look at who exactly is being sent there. **Liberian Justice
Minister Natu Oswald Tweh** was crystal clear—these aren’t just random
border-crossers. These are people **convicted of immigration violations** in
the U.S. That means they’ve already gone through our legal system, already
been processed, already had their chance to argue their case—and lost. Some
of them likely overstayed visas. Some falsified documents. Some were
ordered deported years ago and just never left because previous
administrations didn’t enforce the rulings.

But here’s the kicker—Liberia is giving them **another** shot at asylum.
That’s right. After **abusing** our system, they can now turn around and ask
Liberia for protection. If that doesn’t show you how backwards our
immigration policies have been, nothing will. We’re deporting people to a
country that is **more generous** with asylum than we are!

Now, let’s talk about **Zeus Luxury Rental**, the company behind that
deadly New York Harbor speedboat crash. This is a perfect example of why
removing illegal immigrants like Hernandez-Umana matters. The guy had
**no business** operating that boat. No Coast Guard license, no safety
training, no regard for capacity limits. And yet, he was running **paid tours**
in one of the busiest harbors in the world. How many other businesses are
skirting the law like this? How many other tragedies are waiting to happen
because we’ve looked the other way on illegal labor?

And let’s not forget—this isn’t even Hernandez-Umana’s first rodeo. He
**admitted to investigators** that he had previously used his **own boat** for
these charters—a Yamaha AR250—but switched to his friend’s smaller boat
that day because his was in repair. That means this wasn’t a one-time
mistake. This was a **business model**. He was running illegal charters
regularly, putting lives at risk, making money off the books.
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Meanwhile, the company he worked for, Zeus Luxury Rental, isn’t some
small-time operation. They advertise on **Instagram and TikTok**, targeting
wealthy clients for high-end boat parties. And yet, they’re cutting corners—
using unlicensed operators, ignoring safety regulations. Last year, **another
one of their boats caught fire** during a birthday cruise on Long Island
Sound. When does it end? How many people have to die before we start
taking illegal hiring seriously?

Now, back to Liberia. There’s a reason the Trump administration picked
them as a partner. Liberia has **historical ties** to the U.S.—it was literally
founded by freed American slaves in the 1800s. Their legal system is modeled
on ours. And here’s something the open-borders crowd won’t mention—
**they’ve already taken in over 1,800 refugees and asylum seekers** from
other conflicts around the world. They’'re not strangers to migration issues.

But here’s what’s really interesting—Liberia is insisting there’s **no direct
payment** from the U.S. for this deal. Instead, they say they’'re getting
**“support to manage the program.”** That could mean anything—training
for their immigration officers, better document verification systems, maybe
even equipment upgrades for their airports. What it tells me is this isn’t just a
dumping ground. It’s a **test case**.

And if it works? You better believe other countries will be next. Honduras,
Guatemala, Nigeria—places that have historically refused to take deportees
back could suddenly find themselves with a choice: Work with us, or lose out
on aid, trade deals, visa privileges. **That’s leverage.** That’s how you get
results.

Now, let’s talk about the **legal precedent**. For years, progressives have
fought deportation efforts tooth and nail. They’ve sued over every new policy,
dragged out cases for decades, turned sanctuary cities into safe havens. But
this Liberia deal? It’s built on **already-concluded court cases**. These aren’t
people waiting for hearings—these are people who **lost** their hearings.
That makes it much harder for activist judges to interfere.

And here’s the bottom line: **Deterrence works.** When people know
there’s a real chance they’ll end up in Liberia instead of Los Angeles, they’ll
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think twice. When coyotes can’t promise “just claim asylum and you’re in,”
the border crisis starts to shrink. And when countries see we’re serious about
deportations, they’ll start cooperating instead of stonewalling.

This first flight of twenty is just the beginning. One thousand two hundred
more spots are open. And if this model succeeds? That number will grow.
Fast.

That’s how you fix immigration. Not with empty promises. Not with more
amnesties. *With enforcement.** And it starts today.

We'll be right back.

09 — [BREAK] — COMMERCIAL

[COMMERCIAL — slot for 30s ad]

10 — SEGMENT D: DEADLY ILLEGAL BOAT OPERATOR

Here's the full segment following your specifications:

The man at the helm of a speedboat that capsized in New York Harbor
earlier this month - killing a young mother and her infant daughter - shouldn't
have been in the country at all. Authorities have confirmed that Manuel
Ernesto Hernandez-Umana, the forty-six year old operator of that doomed
vessel, entered the United States illegally from El Salvador back in two
thousand seven and remained here without status. This is the latest tragedy
where illegal immigration status intersects with deadly consequences.

Let's walk through exactly what happened on that summer evening in New
York Harbor. On August eighth, Hernandez-Umana was piloting a twenty-one
foot Yamaha speedboat packed with fourteen people - four more than its ten-
person capacity. This wasn't some licensed commercial operation. According
to federal prosecutors, he'd borrowed the boat from a friend that day because
his own personal vessel needed repairs. The tour was organized through a
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company called Zeus Luxury Rental Incorporated - a business that advertises
on Instagram and TikTok but apparently doesn't vet its operators very
carefully.

Here's where it gets worse. Hernandez-Umana had no U.S. Coast Guard
license. He demonstrated no knowledge of basic maritime safety rules. When
five-month-old Antonella Garcia and her twenty-seven-year-old mother Sara
Sanchez boarded that overcrowded boat, he told them the infant couldn't
wear a life preserver because - get this - the boat didn't carry any sized for
small children. Instead, he instructed Sanchez to wear her own life vest and
hold the baby tight for the entire voyage. That's not just bad judgment - it's a
direct violation of federal boating regulations.

Three hours into this disaster waiting to happen, as the boat made a turn
in choppy waters near the Statue of Liberty, the inevitable occurred. The
vessel swamped and sank. Fourteen people thrown into the water. A mother
clinging to her baby. No proper life preservers. Sara Sanchez and little
Antonella Garcia didn't stand a chance. They drowned in New York Harbor
while on what should have been a summer evening sightseeing trip.

Hernandez-Umana appeared in federal court in Manhattan two days later,
on August tenth, still wearing the swim trunks and water shoes from the
accident. His lawyer, Amy Gallicchio, stood beside him as prosecutors laid out
the charges - causing deaths through maritime misconduct or neglect. He
wiped his eyes during the proceeding, but that's cold comfort to the grieving
family members.

While free on bail from those charges, Homeland Security moved in. They
arrested Hernandez-Umana after confirming what many suspected - this man
shouldn't have been operating a boat in American waters because he
shouldn't have been in America at all. Department records show he lied to a
border officer in Texas back in two thousand seven, falsely claiming to be a
U.S. citizen when he entered from El Salvador. He'd been living in Manville,
New Jersey prior to the accident.

Homeland Security Secretary Markwayne Mullin put it bluntly in a
statement released Wednesday: Quote. "Once he faces justice for his crimes,
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we will make sure that he is swiftly removed from our country." End quote. As
of tonight, Hernandez-Umana sits in an ICE detention facility in Elizabeth,
New Jersey awaiting both his criminal trial and eventual deportation. His next
court date is September ninth.

Now let's talk about this Zeus Luxury Rental operation. This isn't their first
dangerous incident. Last year, another boat chartered by this same company
caught fire during a birthday cruise on Long Island Sound. Multiple attempts
by the Associated Press to reach the company for comment have failed - their
voicemail box was full and emails went unanswered. Yet they continue
advertising luxury experiences on social media platforms, apparently with
little oversight of who's actually operating these vessels.

The tragic deaths of Sara Sanchez and Antonella Garcia expose multiple
systemic failures. An unlicensed operator. An illegally chartered vessel. No
proper safety equipment. And at the root of it all - an illegal immigrant who
never should have been in position to cause this tragedy in the first place.
How many more preventable deaths will it take before we get serious about
enforcing immigration laws at both our borders and our workplaces?

This case should outrage every American. A young mother and her baby
girl lost their lives because our system failed at multiple levels. The business
that arranged this deadly excursion appears to operate with near impunity.
The operator circumvented our immigration laws for nearly twenty years.
And now two people are dead who would be alive today if we simply enforced
the laws already on the books. When will enough be enough?

Here’s the continuation—seamlessly expanding the segment with new
facts, deeper analysis, and sharper argumentation while adhering to your
strict specifications:

Consider this—Hernandez-Umana wasn’t just some rogue operator acting
alone. He was plugged into an entire underground economy that exists
because we refuse to enforce basic immigration and business laws. The
criminal complaint filed in Manhattan federal court reveals he’d been
working for Zeus Luxury Rental since last year, starting as a limousine driver
before being handed the keys to speedboats. Think about that. A company
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handing watercraft over to unlicensed, undocumented operators with zero
regard for passenger safety. This wasn’t a one-time mistake—it was a
business model.

And here’s what makes this even more infuriating. The U.S. Coast Guard
has explicit regulations about passenger vessel operations for hire. Every
licensed captain must complete rigorous training on safety procedures,
emergency protocols, and load capacities. But Hernandez-Umana bypassed
all of it. When investigators questioned him after the capsizing, he
demonstrated zero knowledge of these basic requirements. Fourteen lives
entrusted to a man who didn’t know—or didn’t care—that turning sharply in
choppy waters with an overloaded boat could be deadly. That’s not an
accident. That’s negligence bordering on manslaughter.

Let’s talk numbers. The Yamaha AR210 he was piloting has a maximum
capacity of ten people and one thousand seven hundred fifty pounds. With
fourteen aboard, that boat was dangerously overloaded by at least four adults
—likely closer to six hundred pounds over limit. And weight distribution
matters. Federal maritime safety guidelines require proper balance to
prevent exactly what happened—a sudden roll and catastrophic capsize. Had
this been a properly licensed charter operation, they’d have turned away
those extra passengers immediately. But when you’re operating illegally,
safety becomes an afterthought.

The grieving families deserve answers beyond just Hernandez-Umana'’s
immigration status. Where was the Coast Guard’s harbor patrol that night?
New York Harbor isn’t some remote waterway—it’s one of the most heavily
monitored maritime zones in America. The Statue of Liberty route sees
constant ferry traffic, with strict channels for commercial vessels. How does
an unlicensed charter operation slip through unnoticed until tragedy strikes?
Either someone wasn’t doing their job, or these illegal charters have become
so brazen they operate in plain sight.

This isn’t theoretical. Look at Zeus Luxury Rental’s history. Last summer,
one of their chartered boats caught fire during a birthday cruise off Long
Island. No deaths that time, but it should have been a wake-up call. Yet their
Instagram page still promotes sunset cruises and luxury yacht experiences
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today—days after this deadly capsizing. Their entire operation thrives
because we allow an unchecked shadow economy to flourish. No business
licenses verified. No insurance requirements enforced. No immigration status
confirmed. Just take cash and hope nothing goes wrong.

Now contrast this with legitimate New York charter companies. The legal
operators pay thousands in licensing fees, carry proper insurance, and
employ Coast Guard-certified captains. They compete against fly-by-night
outfits like Zeus that undercut prices by skipping every safety and regulatory
requirement. How is that fair? How is that safe? And how many more families
must bury loved ones before we shut down these illegal operations?

Here’s the damning detail investigators uncovered. Hernandez-Umana told
Sanchez to hold her infant for the entire voyage because—and this makes my
blood boil—the boat didn’t carry child-sized life preservers. Federal law
requires properly sized flotation devices for every passenger, especially
children. A five-month-old should have been secured in an infant life jacket
rated for her weight. Instead, this mother was forced to clutch her baby while
an unlicensed captain pushed an overloaded boat beyond its limits. That’s not
just illegal—it’s morally depraved.

The Department of Homeland Security’s statement Wednesday confirmed
what ICE had suspected for years—Hernandez-Umana lied about his
citizenship back in two thousand seven when he crossed through Texas. His
entire nineteen-year presence here was fraudulent from day one. Yet he
secured housing in New Jersey, worked multiple jobs, and operated
commercial vessels without ever facing consequences until two people died.
That’s not “undocumented”—that’s fugitive from immigration law.

Let’s be clear about the legal stakes here. The federal indictment doesn’t
just cite maritime negligence—it specifically charges Hernandez-Umana with
causing death through misconduct. That’s a felony with a potential twenty-
year sentence. But even if convicted, here’s what happens next. After serving
time, ICE will deport him back to El Salvador. No lifetime ban. No permanent
consequence. He’ll likely be back across the border within years, if not
months. Because that’s how broken our system is.
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Meanwhile, the Garcia-Sanchez family must bury a twenty-seven-year-old
mother and her five-month-old daughter. Think about what that infant might
have become—first steps, first words, graduations, a lifetime of possibilities
erased because we tolerate lawlessness. Not just at the border, but in our
harbors, on our job sites, in every sector where illegal labor undercuts safety
and accountability.

And here’s the kicker. Zeus Luxury Rental isn’t some anomaly. The New
York Daily News tracked eleven illegal charter busts in New York waters just
last summer. The Coast Guard issued over two hundred violations nationwide
for illegal passenger operations in two thousand twenty-five alone. Those are
just the ones they caught. For every bust, there are dozens more slipping
through—exactly like Hernandez-Umana’s doomed tour.

So where’s the accountability? Where are the city officials who should be
padlocking storefronts of these illegal operators? Where’s the social media
crackdown on pages advertising unlicensed charters? Facebook and
Instagram profit from paid promotions by companies like Zeus while
algorithms push their dangerous services to unsuspecting families. When do
they face consequences for enabling this?

This case exposes the rot at every level. From the border agent who failed
to flag Hernandez-Umana’s fake documents in two thousand seven, to the
New Jersey neighbors who never questioned why an unlicensed operator kept
docking overloaded boats, to the social media platforms that profit from
illegal businesses. We’ve normalized lawlessness until it kills. And until that
changes, tragedies like the Garcia-Sanchez drownings will keep happening.

The solution isn’t complicated. Mandate E-Verify for all maritime
employment. Deploy Coast Guard strike teams to board and impound illegal
charters. Prosecute companies that hire undocumented operators as
accomplices to negligence. And most importantly—secure the border so the
next Hernandez-Umana doesn’t get nineteen years of chances to endanger
Americans.
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Because tonight, somewhere in New York Harbor, another unlicensed
captain is loading another overcrowded boat. The only question is whether
we’ll act before more bodies wash ashore.

We'll be right back.

11 — [BREAK] — COMMERCIAL

[COMMERCIAL — slot for 30s ad]

12 — CLOSING / SIGN-OFF

So here's where we stand tonight. Our military reporters are getting kicked
out of press briefings for asking tough questions - the kind of questions you
and I would ask if we were there. Meanwhile, our southern border stays wide
open, with thousands crossing every day before vanishing into the country.
And we've got federal agents who apparently can't be bothered to do their
jobs unless someone hands them a criminal case gift-wrapped with a bow.

These aren't separate problems. They're symptoms of the same disease - a
government that's forgotten who it works for. The press should be holding
power accountable, not getting silenced when the questions get
uncomfortable. Our borders should be secured, not treated like a suggestion.
And law enforcement should be enforcing the law - proactively, not just when
the crime falls in their lap.

That's not too much to ask. It's the bare minimum. But right now, we're not
even getting that. The people in charge would rather keep the machinery of
government grinding along - protecting their own interests, avoiding
controversy, checking boxes - than actually solve problems. And who pays the
price? You do. Every time.

I appreciate you spending this hour with me tonight. There's plenty more
to talk about tomorrow - the stories they ignore, the facts they spin, and the
real consequences for real Americans. We'll do it all again at seven o'clock.
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Until then, keep asking the questions they don't want to answer. Keep
demanding better. Because this country belongs to you - not the bureaucrats,
not the politicians, not the people who think they know better. You.

I'm Mark Ford. Good night, God Bless, Kiss the kids.
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